
 
City of Falcon Heights 

Environment Commission 
 

City Hall 
2077 Larpenteur Avenue West 

 
AGENDA 

 
Monday, October 9, 2023 

6:30 p.m. 
 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER: 6:30 p.m. 
 

B. ROLL CALL:  Beth Mercer-Taylor (Chair) ____ Jared Mehlhaff ____ 
  John Pellegrini (Vice-Chair) ____ Amy Christiansen ____ 

 Emma Kostecki ____ Stephanie Skarolid ____  
  Pedro De Filippo Vannucci ____  
  
 Council Liaison Meyer ____   
 Staff Liaison Lynch ____ 

C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
1. September 11, 2023 
2. September 18, 2023 

 
E. NEW BUSINESS 

1. Purple Air – Air Quality Monitors 
2. Partners in Energy – Partner Discussion 

 
F. INFORMATION AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

1. Staff Liaison Report  
2. Council Liaison Report 

 
G. ADJOURN 

 
If you have a disability and need accommodation in order to attend this meeting, please notify City Hall 
48 hours in advance between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. at 651-792-7600. We will be happy to 
help. 
 
Next regular meeting date: November 13, 2023  



 

 
City of Falcon Heights 

Environment Commission 
 

City Hall 
2077 Larpenteur Avenue West 

 
Minutes 

 
Monday, September 11, 2023 

6:30 p.m. 
 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER: 6:30 p.m.  
 

B. ROLL CALL:  Beth Mercer-Taylor (Chair) _A_  
  John Pellegrini (Vice-Chair) _X_ Jared Mehlhaff _X_ 

 Emma Kostecki _A_ Amy Christiansen _X_ 
  Pedro De Filippo Vannucci _X_ Stephanie Skarolid _X_  
  
 Council Liaison Meyer _X_   
 Staff Liaison Lynch _X_ 

C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
1. July 7, 2023 
2. August 14, 2023 
Commissioner Christiansen made a motion to approve the minutes from July 7, 2023 and 
August 14, 2023. Minutes were approved by consent. 

 
E. AGENDA  

1. Presentation – Ramsey County Climate Change Action, County Commissioner 
Trista Martinson 

County Commissioner Martinson went through a presentation about climate change action 
and the impacts of climate change in the area. She went through information on how Ramsey 
County is working on a Climate Action Framework and Plan to outline priorities and set 
policies to work toward those goals. She also spoke on different recycling and energy 
programs provided by Ramsey County and the next steps to working on decarbonizing and 
building equitable climate resistance. 
 
2. Presentation – City of Roseville Climate Action Planning, Noelle Bakken, City of 

Roseville Sustainability Specialist 
Ms. Bakken went through a presentation outlining facts about Roseville, MN and providing 
an update on the sustainability work being done there. She went through a timeline of their 



 

work as well as the long term goals for sustainability for the future. She also outlined several 
projects planned for 2023-24 and how Falcon Heights could potentially partner with them on 
some of these. Finally she spoke on the Partners in Energy program and Climate Action 
Planning in Roseville.  
 
3. Purple Air – Air Quality Monitors 
Tabled to October 9, 2023 meeting. 
 
4. Homegrown National Parks 
Staff Liaison Lynch briefly went over the Homegrown National Parks movement. This is an 
initiative to regenerate biodiversity and ecosystem function by planting native plants and 
creating new ecological networks. She explained a resident of Falcon Heights has written an 
article for the September 18, 2023 Nature Newsflash area of the city newsletter. 

 
F. Information and Announcements 

1. Staff Liaison Report – Staff Liaison Lynch went over the results from the Ice Cream 
Social voting from residents on the issues that matter to them. In first place was water 
and air pollution, followed by food and waste management, home energy efficiency, and 
finally green transportation. 

2. Council Liaison Report – None. 
 

G. Adjourn 
 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:24 p.m. 
 

Next regular meeting date: October 9, 2023 

 



 

 
City of Falcon Heights 

Environment Commission 
 

City Hall 
2077 Larpenteur Avenue West 

 
Special Meeting Minutes 

 
Monday, September 18, 2023 

6:30 p.m. 
 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER: 6:30 p.m.  
 

B. ROLL CALL:  Beth Mercer-Taylor (Chair) _X_  
  John Pellegrini (Vice-Chair) _X_ Jared Mehlhaff _X_ 

 Emma Kostecki _X_ Amy Christiansen _A_ 
  Pedro De Filippo Vannucci _X_ Stephanie Skarolid _X_  
  
 Council Liaison Meyer _A_   
 Staff Liaison Lynch _X_ 

C. NEW BUSIINESS 
1. Partners in Energy Kickoff – Deidre Coleman 
 
Deidre Coleman and Paolo Speirn from MNCEE and Sofia Troutman from Xcel Energy were 
in attendance to hold a kickoff meeting for the Partners in Energy program. They talked about 
the timeline for the plan, including 4-6 months for development which will consist of 
workshop and community engagement, followed by 18-20 months of implementation. City 
Council will be required to approve the plan prior to implementation, and many resources 
will be provided, included an online portal. There are expected to be five workshops with the 
community and the development of an Energy Action Team comprised of community 
members and stakeholders in the City.  

 
D. Adjourn 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

 
Next regular meeting date: October 9, 2023 

 



                                                                                                         
  
  ITEM FOR DISCUSSION 

City of Falcon Heights, Minnesota 
__________________________ 

          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Item PurpleAir Quality Monitors 

Description 
 

Research submitted by Katherine Allen, Falcon Heights Resident –  
 
PurpleAir allows citizens to monitor the air quality nearby and share that data 
with others. This data can be used in many ways, but is particularly useful for 
ensuring that people have almost real-time understandings of their local air 
quality. Given the recent uptick in wildfire smoke in the MSP area, it has 
become increasingly important for local residents to be aware of the air quality 
as they make choices about their activities for the day. Children, elders, and 
people with certain medical conditions are often particularly affected by air 
quality, however poor air quality can have health effects on everyone.  
 
There are a number of AQI monitors sharing their data in the local area, 
however, none are currently directly within Falcon Heights. Sometimes the 
data from the monitors within the city versus in the external suburbs can differ 
significantly due to wind directions, building density, weather, and other 
factors. That can make it difficult to poor air quality days to make informed 
choices about activities for the day. Google provides an easy view of current 
AQI monitors.   
 
PurpleAir publicly available data is being used by Google and others to offer 
easy ways for people to check their local air quality. This includes 
automatically showing air quality on phones when someone is near an air 
sensor, showing on maps, and also Android and IOS applications for phones 
and watches (independent developers have been finding many ways to 
integrate the data for public consumption). This data is typically combined 
with data from the EPA who keeps their own network of air quality monitors, 
but provides a much more specific map of air quality than what the EPA can 
come up with. There are about 50 EPA sensors from the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency across Minnesota. PurpleAir sensors provide much more 
specific community-driven Air Quality data helping keep everyone more 
aware of their local conditions.  
 
 

Meeting Date October 9, 2023 
Agenda Item E-1 New Business 

Attachment See below. 
Submitted By Hannah Lynch, Community 

Development Coordinator  



A purple air monitor (basic) costs about $230 with the power supply costing an 
additional $40. Including shipping, the total cost of a PurpleAir monitor 
should be approximately $300.  
 
Monitor setup requires an outdoor location, preferably not close to a busy 
road, power, and wifi. The monitor can be attached to a building, tree, utility 
post, or something similar. The monitor is then hooked up to local power and 
connected to local wifi via either a computer or phone. Finally, the device is 
registered with PurpleAir and consent is given for data sharing with the 
public. 

Budget Impact Approx. $300 per unit. 

Attachment(s) - Maps from Google showing PurpleAir Quality Monitors in area 
- Purple Air Case Study – City of Minneapolis 
- Air Quality – City of Minneapolis 

Action(s) 
Requested 

Staff requests Environment Commission discuss the possibility of purchasing 
PurpleAir Quality Monitors and locations to place them for hyper-local air 
quality index monitoring.  
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